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This paper investigates how explicit search roles
assigned to group members affect their search be-
havior in collaborative information seeking (CIS). Al-
though several roles have been proposed in CIS, how
these roles affect the search behaviors of the mem-
bers has not yet been explored. We focus on the ex-
isting Gatherer and Surveyor roles and analyze their
effects on query formulation and page visiting behav-
iors. We conducted a user study with 20 participants
in 10 pairs, where each pair of Gatherer and Surveyor
were asked to perform a recall-oriented collaborative
search task. We analyzed how their queries were af-
fected by their preceding queries or webpages that
were visited through a questionnaire and log analysis.
Finally, we discuss what algorithms would be required
to support role-based CIS.
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