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Many museums have provided various Web-based
services such as guidance of events, digital archives for
searching and exhibiting appropriate art works, and
digital museums with walk-through facilities. Keyword
search and category search are generally used for
searching art works, and image search is also used for the
same purpose, recently. These search techniques are
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useful for retrieving a specific work and acquiring basic
knowledge. However, most of novices in this area might
not find appropriate art works or knowledge, because they
cannot specify necessary keyword or images. In this paper,
we propose a part museum, which supports not only
novices but also specialists to discover similarity and
unexpected relationship between art works. Important
parts are cut out from art works, clustered by their
characteristics, and arranged in a part museum. As
similarity between parts does not necessarily correspond
to similarity between art works, this museum might
provide a new way of art appreciation. Furthermore, we
describe its prototype system and discuss its effectiveness
by using some evaluation results.
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